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And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”—Acts XXI: 16. 1 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM BUDGE. 


Tu following discourse on “Pre-Existence of Spirits,” was delivered by 
President William Budge under the Auspices of the Elders’ Quorum, in the 
Second Ward Meeting House, Paris, Idaho, Tuesday evening, December 17, 

{ will read a portion of a letter which I received from our friend the 
Rev. Mr. Boyd, dated July 24, 1895, which will perhaps render unnecessary 
any further explanation as to why I appear here to-night: 


Pres. WM. Bupdx, Paris, Idaho: 

My Dear Sir—I have just returned from listening to your discourse at 
the funeral of Mrs. Patton. Will you permit me to ask a question or two 
along the line of your remarks? How do you reconcile your doctrine of 
pre-existence of =— with the statements (John i: 14-18; iii: 16-18; 
1 John 4-9) that Christ is the only begotten Son of the Father? This can- 
not refer, as you will see, to the time when Christ was. born into this 
world, otherwise there would be absolutely no point in saying that “God 
so loved the world,” etc. In the sense in which Christ was b God 
had only one Son--others being sons by adoption when they become 
Christians (John i: 12). You will easily see how the uses of the term 
“Son” are confused in your book of “Ready References.” 


There are a number of other questions asked in this letter, but as pre- 
existence is the first referred to, I will leave the other portion of the com- 
munication for future consideration. | 3 

In replying to Mr. Boyd I reminded him of the then very busy season, 
and that having no hope by a speedy answer of bringing about a change 
of heart. in him, 1 preferred, when time permitted, to answer in public, 
that I might possibly add a little to the information of our young people. 

Pre-existence! How do I reconcile the principle of pre-existence with. 
the alleged fact put forth by Christian people that God had only one Son. 
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I might here, in a word or two, explain to the young people especially, the 
meaning of the word pre-existence. “Pre” means before; the word 
“existence” you are familiar with, so that pre-existence means “before 
some special existence,” or an existence before something else. The word 
as applied by us in teaching this doctrine, means an existence in another 
life before this life was entered upon—living before the present life began. 
We might ask the question, What is understood by both Latter-day Saints 
and - Christians as to the origin of man as he now appears? There is a 
presence manifest in our present existente: a living spirit, and a mortal 
tabernacle. The mortal has in it the seeds of decay; it dies. The spirit, 
the Latter-day Saints say, is eternal. It existed before the creation of the 
mortal man. It exists in the mortal being now, and it will exist after the 
mortal tabernacle has answered his purpose. The contention by our 
Christian friends is, that the spirit did not exist before this present life, 
Christ, they say, being the only exception—the only begotten, the only 
Son of God in spirit begotten, and that men and women had no prior 

existence to this. You young people will notice the difference. The 


Latter-day Saints believe and the Scriptures teach that the spirit existed 
before mortality began on this earth, and the Christian world say there is 


no truth in the doctrine of the existence of the spirit before the creation 
or conception of the body. This view brings before us the idea that when 
the human body is conceived the spirit is created. That the beginning of 
the spirit life is when the mortal life commences. The difficulty with this 
is that something that is eternal is created by a being subject to mortality 
and contradicts the word of God contained in Hebrews xii: 9, which 
declares that God is the Father of our spirits; also Numbers xvi: 22, 
which states that God is the Father of the spirits of all flesh. Mortality 
cannot aid in creating that which is immortal and never did. Our first 
parents were created immortal, but their transgression resulted in a 
change to mortality, and their children were of necessity mortal also. 
Turn to John iii: 6: 

That which is born of the flesh is N ssi that which is born ot the 


spirit is spirit. 


If we believe in the Scriptures j ust quoted, we are not in doubt, as we 
are directly and positively informed that God, not man, is the Father. of 
our spirits. It is true that the mother of Jesus was mortal, but it should 
be remembered that in his earthly life He partook of our infirmities 
(Matt. viii: 17), and was subject to death. “But,” says the objector, “we. 
do not believe that mortal man and woman can create that which is 
immortal; but God can create the spirit when the body is created.” We 
do not presume to determine God’s power—we are endeavoring to learn 
His holy law. To favor the above question would be to meet another 
difficulty, in this, that God finished His work of creation on the seventh 
day, including man, while yet of humanity only Adam and Eve existed. 
If God creates spirits when mortal tabernacles are created then he could 
not have finished on the seventh day, but as to this also He has not left 
us in ignorance, as I will more fully show you that the spirits - - Beh 
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Scripture and reason both guide to the conclusion that man in mortality 
and subject to death cannot assist in creating a spirit that is immortal 
and everlasting, and that God having created the spirits of all flesh, every — 

effort made by Presbyterians and others, in their teachings to the contrary, 
is but a contention against God and His ways. 

Is not God the Father of all? Yes, of the spirits of all, and also in a 
supervisory sense; but He, in His wisdom, employs many agents to fulfill 
His purposes, as indicated by the Apostle who says: 

Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we 
- them reverence: shall we not much — be in subjection unto the 

ather of spirits and live? 

While God is the Father of all spirits our wanes fathers are the fathers 
of our bodies, so that in the working out and perfecting of the 5. plan 
of salvation man assists in the furtherance of God's purposes. 

The above quotation should unravel the perplexity of the Ponition taken 
by Mr. Boyd. We have no difficulty in believing that spirits live after 
death, independent of the body. Why not believe they live before enter- 
ing into the body? The word of God in reference to death mne the 
fact in the following words: 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall 
return to God who gave it.— Edo. xii: 7. 

In the beginning the spirit was with God; after the body returns to 
dust the spirit returns to Him who gave it. 

Pre-existence was believed in by the ancients. It is not a new S 
As a proof of this I direct your attention to the ninth chapter of St. John's 
Gospel, beginning with the first verse, which reads: | 

And as Jesus passed b ag saw a —_ which was blind from his birth. 
And His disciples asked Master, who did sin, this man, or his 
parents, that he was born blind aT "Vaden answered, Neither hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made mani- 
fest in him. 

Here we find that the disciples asked a question which leaves us the 
inference that a man could ein before he came here. The disciples walked 
with Jesus, and were instructed by him; they had many opportunities to 
learn the truth, and when they asked the Master, “Who did sin, this man 
or his parents that he was born blind,” they plainly showed their belief 
in the probability of this man sinning before he was born, and Jesus did 

merely said: “Neither hath this man sinned, nor 
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believed it possible that the man could sin before he was 
lieved in pre-existence, in common with the followers of 
y were in error, is it not remarkable that He did not correct 


them, as it was surely necessary that the disciples and teachers of —— 
truth should be properly instructed. 

As further proof that the spirit lived before the world was 8 1 
direct your attention to the words of Jesus in John’s Gospel xvii: 5. | 


And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 


which I had with thee the world was. 


* 
hi hould be mad ifest in him.” 
18 parents, but that the works o snou made man In him. : 
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Our Presbyterian friends believe that Jesus was an exception, He being 
as they teach, the only begotten Son in the spirit, as having a prior exist- 
ence. 1 quote as above, however, to emphasize the fact that if our elder 
brother Jesus—the Son of the same Father—lived with God before the 
foundations of the earth were laid, is it not reasonable to believe that the 
younger members of the same family existed there also? 

Our friends, as I have told you, say Jesus is the only begotten — of 
God in the spirit, and Mr. Boyd offers in his letter as proof in favor of that 
statement certain passages of · Seripture which I quoted from his letter and 
which we will now examine. The first is found in John i: 14. 


And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His 
glory the glory, as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace, and 


The “word” here signifies Jesus, who was made flesh (and dwelt among 
us,) and is afterwards referred to as the only begotten of the Father,—in 
the flesh of course, which we believe. It is quite plain and a proof in favor 
of the Latter-day Saints’ doctrine. 3 | 

The 18th verse of the chapter is another of Mr. Boyd’s supposed poe. 
Here it is: 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which i is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared Him. 

Now what evidence is there in the above quotation that Jesus was the 
only begotten in spirit, and not in the flesh? None whatever. 

Now turn to the third chapter of the same book (16 and 18 verses) hie 
the third reference of Mr. Boyd to the Scriptures, as a drowning man 
catches at a straw for help and comfort to sustain a venerable error. 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


Also, 
He that Lo yt on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned al y, because he hath not believed in the name of the 


only begotten Son of m of God 

Still nothing i in this to show that the Savior was the only begotten in 
the spirit, or in the flesh either, for that matter. 

Another quotation made by Mr. Boyd of about the same value as the 
last two will be found in I John iv: 9: 


In this was manifested the love of God toward us, . that God 
sent his only begotten son into the world, that we might live through him. 


Inspired words, containing an assurance of God’s love for His children, 
but containing no evidence as to how Christ was the only begotten Son. 
Mr. Boyd has done the best he could under the circumstances in selecting 
proof which is an utter failure so far as sustaining an unscriptural tradi- 
tion. - His first quotation is valuable in this controversy, as it directly 
sustains the truth as taught by the Latter-day Saints, viz: that Christ 
was the only begotten in the flesh. 

It is certainly true that Jesus, who “was made flesh,” was the only 
person sent into the world to save sinners, or as the last quotation has it 


“that we might live through him.” It is also true He had no earthly 
father, but was divinely begotten (according to the divine record) and 
therefore. the “only begotten Son of God” in the flesh, “for Mary had 
known no man.” 

To doubt the truth of the . record on this subject would bea reflec- 
tion on Mary which we could not for a moment entertain. Jesus was the 
first born of every creature in the Spirit, and the only begottem in the 
flesh. 

Mr. Boyd does not 1 in pre- existence, except in the case of Jesus, 
but his mistake will become apparent under the light of truth. We all 
are the children of God, and were created in spirit before the world began, 
as made known in the Scriptures. 

I will now introduce a few direct proofs. Paul in writing to the Ephes- . 
ians (Ist chapter and 4th verse), says: 


According as be has chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 


When did he choose us? Before the foundation of the world. So all 
those to whom these words were applicable lived before the world was 
organized or in other words, they pre-existed. See also 2 Timothy, i: 9. 

Jeremiah informs us that the Lord spake to him as follows: 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me saying: Before I formed thee 


in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 


There cannot be any objection to this quotation. It needs noexplana-  - 
tion, as it explains itself. Jeremiah lived in spirit before he was conceived 
in the flesh, therefore, pre-existed. The inference made here to the mortal 
body should be read with the understanding of a ae supervision 
which God has over all His works. 

We will next turn to Romans 8: 29. 

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
Or, placing this fact in another way, those whom He did predestinate 
He did foreknow, as in the case of Jeremiah whom He ordained, as the 
result of His fore-knowledge of him, and also of Jesus Himself, for we are 
told by the Apostle Paul in Heb. 1: 8 and 9, that “Thou (speaking of 
Jesus) hast loved righteousness, and hated iniqnity, therefore God, even 
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.” 

It appears that the Savior was anointed above his fellows, because of 
His exceeding righteousness, and that Jeremiah was ordained a prophet 
before he was born; doubtless also meriting that distinction by his pre- 
vious righteousness. 

All whom God did orodsctinnte He did fore-know ; 3 therefore, the Pres- 
byterians if they were consistent and scriptural in their faith, would 
avcept the doctrine of pre-existence as they are strong believersin pre- 
destination.? 

Without discussing at prenst as to how many, or of what class were pre- 
destinated, we will quote the faith of Mr. Boyd on the subject (See Con- 


fession, of Faith,” page 27): 


| 
re a 
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By the decree of God, for the manifestation of se ak i 
some angels are predestined unto everlasting 10 a * Toth ers foreordained 
to 0 eae death. These angels and men, thus rod spans ated and fore- 

— 9 cularly and unchangably ly desi the number is 
80 2 and definite that it cannot be either — or dimi 7 

- Accordingly the number of the fortunate will be rigidly shinisitatined — 
with as much truth the exact number might have been given. The point, 
we wisbr to make, however, is that all those predestined, whether — or 
few, were foreknown and therefore pre-existed. 3 
LI am inclined to think that the Presbyterians will contend that it is not 
necessary to “pre-exist” for God to know the quality (if in their opinion 
quality be an object at all) of His offspring, as He knows all things before 
they come to pass. We will not discus what He knows, but on the author- 
ity of the Scriptures we know that His knowledge will never in re 
with the free agency of man, which he (man) will always have an o 
tunity of manifesting before he is either punished or rewarded, as we will 
all have justice done us, and will be rewarded according to our works, 
“whether they be good, or whether they be evil.” Another reference may 
be superfluous, but as it so fully, in a general way, confirms our personal 
examples previously quoted, I will i it. Job, pee ogre chapter, 
beginning at the first verse: 

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said, Who is this 


that darkeneth counsel by words, without knowledge? Gird up now thy 


loins like a man: for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. 
wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast 
understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof if thou knoweth? 
Or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations 
fastened? Or who laid the corner stone thereof: when the morning stars 
sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? : | 
God is the Father of the spirits of all flesh. All the sons of God were 
present and rejoiced when the foundations of the earth were laid; they 
were all there, which is also an argument against the idea of simultaneous 
creation of spirit and body. There is no room for doubt that God and all 


His sons were present in spirit on that momentous occasion—created, 


organized, and waiting until the earth was prepared for their habitation. 


They knew that it was necessary to come here to pass through this proba- 


tion, and their demonstrations of joy were doubtless Weenies of the ye 
parations that were being made for them. | 

Finally, there can be no predestination coupled with justice, and in 
harmony with the revealed will of God without pre-existence, and that 
doctrine being of God, and taught by the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ 
should be received by all true Christians, moreover, its consistency appeals 
to our judgment, and it accounts for and explains many things in * 
Writ which otherwise would remain unsolved problems. 

May the spirit of God enable us to understand His trutha 18 my singed 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


A WEIRD PROPHECY FULFILLED. 


As kind of iotivenir of his adventures in Rgypt and the Soudan, Mr. 
ngram bought a mummy for £50 from the English Consul at Luxor. The 


os 
~ 


mummy was that of a priest of Thetis, and it bore a mysterious inscription. 
After obaining, at Cairo, the necessary permits, Ingram sent the mummy 
home in a big case, which was opened by his brothers at the offices of the 
Illustrated London’ News. Over the face was a papier-mache- mask, which 
is now deposited in the British Museum. The last-named institution was 
asked to send along an expert to decipher and translate the inscription, 
which was long and blood-curdling. It set forth that whosoever disturbed 
the body of this priest. should himself be deprived of decent burial; he 
would meet with a violent death, and his mangled remains would be 
“carried down by a rush of waters to the sea.” Some time after sending 
the mummy home, Mr. Ingram and Sir Henry Meux were elephant shoot- 
ing. When they sighted the elephants, Sir Henry went after a bull, and 
Mr. Ingram turned his attention to an enormous cow. His method was to 
turn round in his saddle, fire a shot, and then gallop his pony on ahead, 
dodging the infuriated elephant among the trees. At last, looking back 
for another shot, he was swept out of his saddle by the drooping bough of 
a tree. The moment he reached the ground the wounded elephant was 
upon him, goring and trampling him to death, notwithstanding the 
heroism of his Somali servant, who poured a charge of shot right into the 
monster's ear. For days the elephant would not let anyone approach the 
spot, but eventually Mr. Ingram’s remains were reverently gathered up 


and buried for the time being in a nullah, or ravine. Never again was the 


body seen, for, when an expedition was afterwards despatched to the spot 
only one sock and part of a human bone were found; these pitiful relics 
weresubsequently interred at Aden with military honors. It was found that 
the floods caused by heavy rains had washed away Mr. Ingram's remains, 
thereby fulfilling the ancient prophecy—the awful threat of the priest of 
‘Thetis. The mummy is now in the possession of Lady Meux, and Sir 
Harry has the tusks of the elephant.—Strand Magazine. 


eee constituents of the mushroom are almost identical with those of meat, 
and it possesses the same nourishing properties. 

An eminent physician and hygienist, Sir B. W. Rede bless the dh 
opinion that if men and women in general properly understood and steadily obeyed the 
electric fnrnace at a temperature of 5,000 degrees, has been found by M. Moisson to be 
harder than the diamond. It will even out the diamond readily, and is likely to supersede 
that substance for boring nn ger mn. It can be 
produced in pieces of any size. 3 
1 ‘A remarkable character in the person of Josephine, widow of M. Rostkowsky, believed 
to be the oldest centenarian in France, has died at Aniche, near Douai, at the age of 112 
years and 4 months. Her husband was a captain in the 6th Polish Regiment of the Line, 


and ‘she herself took part in numerous engagements as assistant surgeon. It is added 


that at the age of seventy-one she took part in the Crimean War in the ranks of the 
French army. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 23, 1896. 


VALEDICTORY. 


Havmo received a letter from the First Presidency of the Church inform- 
ing me that I have been released from my labors in this mission, with per- 
mission to return to my mountain home, I desire to bid the Elders and 
Saints of the different missions in Europe a loving good-bye. 

To the Saints I desire to say that I feel grateful to them for the kind- 


ness they have at all times manifested towards me. The fact that I was 


a stranger when I came into their midst was entirely forgotten in the 
hearty welcome extended to me. My visits to the different conferences in 
the whole mission have been enjoyable occasions, the recollection of which 
will ever be treasured by me, and I hope they have been profitable unto 
the Saints; the teachings and exhortations given, if followed, I know will 
have that effect. My parting advice to them is: Be not ashamed of the 
Gospel, for you know it is the power of God unto salvation. Remember 
that you have covenanted to serve God and to take upon you the name 
of His Son; keep these your covenants sacred and your lives will be filled 
with gladness and joy which tlie scorn and persecution of the world can- 
not take from you. Let your lives prove to all that you are in very deed 
what you profess to be: Latter-day Saints. 

My fellow-laborers, the missionaries, have won my esteem and love. I 
am thankful to have had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with them, 
and the privilege to labor with a set of men so devoted to the cause of 
truth and so earnest in their endeavors to spread the principles thereof 
among men. My associations with them have been of the most pleasant 
kind. They have been laboring together as a band of brethren. The 


brotherly love existing among them has been so marked a feature that 
many of those not belonging to our Church have been struck with admir- 


ation and led to investigate the principles of a religion, which, notwith- 
standing the many slanderous reports concerning it, they see, produces so 
desirable fruits. 

The immense number of tracts circulated among the people proves this 
untiring diligence of the Elders in going from house to house with the 
Gospel message. Some weeks our shipments of tracts have exceeded fifty 
thousand. A commendable zeal has also been shown by the Elders in 
holding out-door meetings, and much interest is being awakened in regard 
to our doctrines. Encouraging reports are received from every part of the 
mission and the pruspect for the advancement of the good * * 


than it has been for years. 
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To all the missionaries laboring fn this Mission 1 wish to ‘gay: Study 
the best ways and methods of reaching the hearts of men with the con- 
vincing truths of the Gospel, and let your best endeavors be directed to 
build up the kingdom of God. Be pure in thought, prudent in your say- 
ings, and wise in your actions. Store your mind with the knowledge of 
the word of God, and seek earnestly to have the spirit of your calling, 
that you may be able to feed the Saints with the bread of life and be 
fathers unto them. I pray that you may see many fruits of your self- 
sacrificing and loving labors for the salvation of your fellowmen. 

I gratefully acknowledge the able assistance which I have received from 
Elders Thomas E. Taylor, Victor P. Wells, and John H. Burrows in the 
business department of the Liverpool Office, and from Elders John V. 

Bluth, Alfred L. Booth and Edwin F. Parry in the editorial department of 

the Star. 

Elder Rulon S. Wells, one of the seven presidents of Seventies, has been 
appointed my successor. His own active labors in the missionary field 
and his duties in connection with the presidency of the Seventies have 
given him an experience which eminently fits him for the position to which 
he has been called. He is accompanied by Elder Joseph W. MeMurrin 
who has been appointed his first counselor. Brother McMurrin filled a 
long and honorable mission in this land a few years ago, and many of the | 
Saints here remember his efficient labors and will be glad to welcome him 
back among them. Elder E. F. Parry has been called to act as second 
counselor to President Wells. I bespeak for these brethren the same con- 
siderate regard which has been so uniformly shown me. 

I will conclude with the words of Paul to his beloved Corinthians: 
“Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.” 

AntHon H. Lunp. 


DEATH ‘OF “APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNON. 


A damnsm Ak nee from the First Presidency, on Sunday, the 19th 
inst., contains the sad news that Apostle Abraham H. Cannon died at 5:15 
a. m., of that date. Apparently his death was quite sudden and unexpected. 
The Deseret News of July 7, stated that an operation had been performed 
upon him the day before for the removal of a polypus, or tumor, from the 
inner ear. On the 10th inst.; the same paper announced that the condi- 
tion of his health was steadily improving. No later news has yet been 
received by mail. Brother Abraham H. Cannon was the youngest man in 
the quorum of A postles, he was of a strong constitution, and usually enjoyed 
excellent health. The message received at this office was of course very 
brief, merely announcing his death and requesting that his two brothers, 
Brigham T. Cannon and Read Cannon, who are laboring in the Swiss and 
German Mission, be informed of the serious event. The intelligence was 
immediately conveyed by telegraph to the headquarters of the Swiss and 
German Mission at Berne, Switzerland. Further particulars will be 
received in due time by mail and will be published in the Star. | 
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Tun following wppears. ina called-The 

Saints’ Herald, bearing date June 3, 1896. It is the official paper of the 

so-called “Reorganized” or “Josephite” church, and wae n name N 
J 1 n of Lamoni, Iowa, as the editor: 


AN IMPORTANT DOCUMENT CHANGED. 


| Below we published an epistle written by Joseph the Seer atid his i tellow 
prisoners while in liberty jail, Missouri, as it is found in Nimes and 
Seasons, vol. 1, pages 99-104, and as it is found in the MILLENNIAL Gran 
vol. 17, pages 52-56. We publish these in parallel columns that the reader 
may more readily see the differences and mark the liberty that has been 
taken by some parties in 2 and corrupting the words of Joseph 
Smith since his death. You will notice the kind and Christianlike spirit 
of the one in contrast with the boasting, railing. spirit of the other. 
Especial attention is called to the fact that a plurality of gods is taught 
in the one where no mention of such a thing is found in the other. 
But the differences are so glaring and important that it is useless to’ poii 
them out further. That found in Times and Seasons was publi ‘ 
May, 1840, when E. Robinson and Don C. Smith were editors, and in — 
lifetime ef Joseph Smith and the other signers of the document; and 
hence open to their inspection, and doubtless received their endorsement. t. 
That in the MILLENNIAL Star was published in January, 1855, when 
Richards was 5 and 3 rts to be a ion of the history of Jose 
Smith, written by himsel his was published over ten years after the 
death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, and when others of. signers were 
in big with the publisher. 
Now will M D. Richards please arise and plain by what authority 
these changes were made, and produce the evidence to sustain his explana- 
‘tion? We think it is due to Mr. Richards to — an opportunity to 
explain; and if there exists sufficient authority for these changes it would 
be a satisfaction. to us to N it; for uve dislike to think that any inan, 
especially one professing the high and holy calling which Mr. Franklin 
D. Richards ‘does, would wilfully and craters pat into the mouth of 
our martyred dead words Which were never used by them. 

Should ‘he now fail to 2 and 3 t, can the Church in 
Utah sustain * as Church Historian, —— us to accept his 
work as such? a gon are innocent of. — and deceit in this _— 

please step forward and let us hear from you. 


The insinuations and impertinences. in ore 
— silence on the part of those who are directly or indirectly 
assailed. Such attacks deserve only the most profound oontempt. But 
seeing that doubts are cast upon the correctness of historic documenta, it 
is necessary for the public benefit to present the facts in the case. 

The letter as published in the Times and Seasons of May, 1840, and that 
published in the MmLEnNIAL Stak in January, 1855, are correctly copied 
into the Herald. There is much in the latter which does not appear in 
the former. But it does not follow from those facts that anybody has 
been guilty of “corrupting the words of Joseph Smith since. his death“ 
In making that rash and serious charge it seems probable that “the wish 
was father to the thought,” 155 P 
itable and reckless spirit. 239 

Is it not quite an unreasonable that 
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in abbreviated to suit. nn that 
periodical, and algo to suit those times and seasons when many things for 
pradence sake were not fully made public? Did: not the Lord command 
in some other cases that His servants should “hold their ‘peace” concern- 
ing certain revelations until it became wise to declare them? ale) 

As to the necessity for condensation, that appears from an examination 

of the number of the Times and Seasons which contains the letter. It 
consists of sixteen pages. Four and a half pages are filled with the letter, 
one page is taken up with notices, leaving but ten and a half for other 
matter, and compelling the curtailment to a little more than two pages of 
the serial “History of the Persecution of the Church,” the chief feature 
of the periodical. _ 
But now as to the facts concerning the letter as it appeared in the 
MILLENNIAL Stag: It was taken verbatim from the Deseret News of 
January 26, 1854. By careful comparison, that has been definitely estab- 
lished. The unnecessary and ungenerous accusations against the then 
editor and publisher of the MrtLEnNiL Stak are thus shown to be as 
groundless as they are gratuitous. _ 

But how did the editor and publisher of the Deseret ‘News obtain the 
matter as it appeared in that paper? It was taken, literally, from the 
History of Joseph Smith, written in Nauvoo, the volume containing it 
being that for the years "1838-89-40-41 and 42, dating from November 2, 
1838, and closing. with July 30, 1842. It is to that volume that we are 
indebted for the various items of history and the text of the revelations 
of that period which are contained in the book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
and are accepted by the “Reorganized” church, as well as by the Church 
which has continued from April, 1830, to the present day. That volume 
with other Church records was brought to Utah, and it has been 
religiously preserved under the care of the several successive General 
Church Historians and Recorders.” Elder Willard Richards, who was 
éditor of the Deseret News when the letter i in dispute was published, was 
also the Church Historian. __ zt 
iy But there is something more in evidence. The original letter, written 
in Liberty jail, has also been preserved with other important Church 
documents, and is now on file in the Historian’s Office. Though somewhat 
yellow with age, it is complete and in good condition, and bears the per- 
sonal signatures of Joseph Smith, Jun., Hyrum Smith, Lyman Wight, 
Caleb Baldwin and Alexander McRae. The following affidavit should 

settle the matter in controversy : 

Srarx or Ura) 9 88. 

County of Salt Lake. 


Charles a Penrose and Daniel F. Collett, being first duly sworn, on 
are over the age of 21 — that we have carefully com- 


“Oath say: We 
copy of * in Smit, » Clay , Missouri, 
signed Jose , Smi an 
eb Be Baldwin and Alexan — in the Pet 


| vie ein of January 27, 1855, and in the ia ores News of January = 
1884, with the original manuscript letter of March 20, 1839, bearin Wiehe 
-signatures of the said Joseph Smith, — Smith, Lyman 
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Caleb Baldwin and Alexander MeRae, and find the printed copy and the 

original manuscript letter to be identically alike, except here and there 

a word which is incorrectly spelled in the —— but correctly in ” 

printed copy. They are to all intents and 8 the same. 2 
une, 18 


Witness our hands this 25th day of J 
W. Penrosk, Assistant Church Historian. 
Dante. F. Cortzett, Clerk. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of June, A. D. 1896. 
JAMES JACK, Notary Public. 

Instead, therefore, of the letter having been changed as charged ten 
years after the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, it was copied into the 
current history of the Prophet daring his lifetime dad ‘Presumably under 
his direction and supervision. 

By further investigation and comparison it will be seen that the letter 
written from Liberty jail at a later date and signed by the same persons, 
which appears in the Times and Seasons of July, 1840, and in the MILLEN- 
NIAL Stak of February 10, 1855, was abbreviated and edited for that 
periodical in a similar manner to the preparation of the first letter for 
that purpose. In the MILLENNIAL Srak it is given in full as it stands in 
the manuscript history. In the July Times and Seasons the word “Ex- 
tract” is used in the heading, which does not appear in the May number. 
But critical comparison shows that similar work was done on both letters 
for publication in the Times and Seasons and that if one may be properly 
called an extract the term is equally applicable to the other. 3 

This explanation. conveys no imputation against the editors, Messrs. E. 
Robinson and Don C. Smith. They doubtless acted with the full sanction 
of President Joseph Smith in giving but portions of both letters to the 
public at that time. There were not then, nor has there been since, any 
desire to “corrupt” the words of Joseph Smith. In the publication of the 
history of the Prophet, care has been taken both in the MILLENNIAL STAR 
and in the Deseret News to follow strictly the authentic records, and many 
important things previously published only in part appear for that reason 
in full in the Deseret News and the MILLENNIAL STAR. 3 

Before rushing into print again as an accuser of the brethren, it is hoped 
that the parallelist of the Saints Herald will be more careful both in his 


manner and in his matter. 

FRANKLIN D. RicHARDS. 
Historian and General Church Recorder of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 


— 


A MALADY AND ITS REMEDY. 

In Protestant churches there has long been a complaint that the congre- 
gations decrease while places of amusement are crowded. People are not 
attracted to places of worship as they are to gatherings of another 2 
There is a marked contrast between the present time and the past inf 
regard. The complaints have been taken up by a Jewish Rabbi Dr. 
G. Hirsch, editor of The Reform Advocate, and according to his state- 
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ment the condition is not confined to Protestants but is equally in evidence 
among the followers of Judaism. 

The Rabbi says there was a time when every Jew of agedecmed it his 
dun to belong to a congregation and to support the communal institu- 
tions of the city in which he resided. Often before marriage, and certainly 
immediately after they founded their own family, the young men would 
seek affiliation with the existing congregations and would of their own 
free will see to it that their name was placed upon the list of contributors 
to the various charities and other agencies of an educational or philan- 
thropic tendency. Things are otherwise now. Those that join congrega- 
tions are the exceptions. The sons are loth to take the places in the ranks 
left vacant by their fathers’ death. Whatever else may have been left to 
them by their progenitors, money, position, business, they will gladly accept, 

but they will not continue the work in behalf of Judaism to which their 
father and mother was so loyally devoted. It has come to this that it 
requires all sorts of inducements to overcome the disinclination, in the 
shape of congregational side-shows of which as congregational advertising 
schemes the fathers knew nothing and would have been heartily ashamed, 

The Rabbi himself is expected to be the drummer par excellence. His 
sermons have to be so worded as to give pretext to no one in the endeavor | 
to escape his obligations. Rabbis are discharged when as commercial 
agents they have not been a success. Will a business house retain a sales- 
man who does not earn in increased sales his commission? Certainly not; 
why then should a congregation : 

Dr. Hirsch finds that this disinclination is a symptom of a disease, a 
form of selfishness. People are willing to profit by the labors of others 
while shirking their social duties. 

We suspect, however, that there is another cause for the malady of 
which religious teachers complain, one equally applicable to Protestantism 
and modern Judaism. In former ages, when people deemed it a duty to 
join in common worship and consecrate certain days and hours for that 
purpose, they did so because they acknowledged the authority of the 
Creator and their obligations to Him. They also revered their teachers as 
expounders of His word and as His messengers. In these times to go to 
church was to approach a sanctuary and for the time being to draw near 
the Almighty. Nor was this originally a delusion. The ancient temple 
was in fact the Father’s House; the synagogues were auxiliaries to the 
sacred precincts and the first gathering places of primitive Christians were 
still permeated by the Spirit that filled the Church on the ever memorable 
day of Pentecost. Long after the temple had been destroyed and the 
Spirit all but withdrawn, the impression prevailed among the people and 
they still gathered in the same spirit as their fathers had done. 

The change came with the discovery that the modern synagogues and 
churches no longer are what their prototypes were. Religious teachers 
have driven the congregations away by loudly declaring that there is no 
longer any inspiration, no revelation from God. For if that is true, as it 
unquestionably is as far as they are concerned, the logical deduction is 

that the church is no more than a common hall and the priest not above 
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the common orator. When church-going has lost the. character once 
stamped upon it by God Himself, it can be no more than any other means 
of improvement and amusement, and if it is the loser in the competition to 
which it has been lowered, the reasons are plain enough. Religion is a 
great factor in the world, but only to the extent that it retains the divine 
element which is its essence and its power. An — however akil - 
fully made, i is worthless. 

There is no remedy for the jin de bet a 
that which created the Mosaio dispensation under the inspired leadership 
of Moses, or the Christian era “ 
News. 


BIBLICAL TREASURES IN ‘ABYSSINIA. 


Ke MENELIK of Abyssinia, has, says Siftings, as 
soon as peace is restored within his dominions he will permit a commis- 
sion of European scientists to make an exhaustive examination of the 
vaults of the cathedral church at Axum, where the monarchs of Ethiopia 
have been crowned from time immemorial. A widespread tradition of 
the Moslem world asserts that it is within the ancient vaults of this 
structure that the Ark of the Covenant is preserved, along with the tables 
of stone containing the Ten Conimandments, and which Moses ‘brought 
down from Mount Sinai. The seven-branched candlestick of gold, which 
figured in the Holy of Holies of the Temple of Solomon at Jerusalem, is 
said to be immured in these vaults, which are also known to contain a 
mass of ancient papyri and other manuscripts that are in an excellent 
state of preservation, but have never been translated or annotated. It is 
no mere vague tradition handed down from father to son which has trans- 
mitted to generations of Abyssinians the story of how these priceless 
treasures came to repose in the Cathedral of Axum. The story of their 
procurement by the rulers of the country and of their being deposited 
within these sacred vaults is specific, particular and detailed. It is told 
how they were brought from Jerusalem to Abyssinia by the founder of the 
present reigning dynasty, the first of the emperors, Menelik, who was the 
son of King Solomon of Israel and of that biblical Queen of . who is 
on record as having carried on a very pronounced flirtation with the ruler 
of the Jews. This original Menelik is frequently referred to in the Song 
of Solomon. Although, as authentic history teaches, born after the return 
of his mother to her own dominion, he was brought up at the court of his 
father, at Jerusalem. He remained there until the first destruction and 
sack ing of Jerusalem, and the pillage of the Temple of Solomon by Shishak, 
King of Egypt. Immediately before the destruction of the Temple 
Menelik fied back to Abyssinia. He carried with him for safe-keeping the 
treasures of that structure, which were threatened with seizure and defile- 
ment. It is positively asserted by Abyssinian tradition that he carried 
back with him the tables of stone, the Ark of the Covenant, and the seven- 
branched candlestick. These he deposited in the interior of that huge 
granite pile which constitutes the pedestal of the ancient Abyssinian’ 


* 
* 
* 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 40 


temple of Axum, long ante-dating the Christian era, and where the rulers 
of Ethiopia have been crowned from the earliest times. The present 
Cathedral of Axum is built on the summit of a species of granite pyramid, 
the remnant of a heathen temple that formerly occupied this site. It is 
within the interior of this pyramid that the vaults are situated which 
King Menelik has now promised to throw open. The Cathedral of Axum 
is but one of the repositories of biblical treasures which Menelik offers to 
open up to the modern scientific world for investigation. It is believed 


that he will open up for the first time the priceless treasures that have for 


thousands of years been jealously preserved on the Holy Island of Debra 
Sinan, located near the center of the great inland sea or lake of Zuni, in 
the southern portion of the kingdom of Shoah. This island is reputed 
sacred not only among the Abyssinians themselves, but also throughout 
the Moslem world, and it is to this probably that must be attributed the 
fact that, notwithstanding the innumerable wars that have raged in 
Abyssinia for at least 1,800 years past, the sanctity of the island should 
never have been violated by either Christian or infidel. This island of 
Debra Sinan, the Abyssinian rendering of Mcunt Sinai, is inhabited and 
guarded entirely by monks as ignorant and fanatic as are all the Abys- 
sinian clergy, but who, when once they take up their residence on the 
island, are never permitted to leave it again. In fact, the soil of the island 
had never been troddén by the foot of any layman until two years ago, 
when Emperor Menelik himself, attended by a few of his principal ras or 

and escorted by a strongly armed bodyguard, crossed the waters 
of the lake and landed on its shores, the bodyguard remaining in the boats 
ready for emergency. According to the dusky monarch’s own account the 
vaults of the monastery, which is of enormous size and built upon rock, are 
filled with papyri and parchments and books of every description. The 
books are believed to have been sent thither at the time of the Mohammedan 
invasion of Abyssinia, in the sixteenth century, but the parchments are 
declared to hail from the world-famed library of Alexandria, which was 
dispersed in the seventh century by the Mohammedan caliph, Omar. The 
papyri evidently date from a much earlier era, and probably relate to that 
period when the emperors of Ethiopia ruled not only over Abyssinia, but 
also over Egypt, their domination of the latter country being pictured by 
many a sculpture and a on the pyramids and temples in the land of 
the Nile. 
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UTAH NEWS. 


| 

The anniversary of Independence day was celebrated for the first time in the new State 
of by sarkivel, which was held in Salt Lake City, on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
of July. 

in the State, died at St. George, June 22, He was born at Sedbury, Herefordshire, 
England, February 13, 1821, and was therefore 75 years old. He went to St. George 
with the Pioneers and lived there ever since till the time of his death 
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